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'Green Line'. Realizing this weakness on their side,
they are attempting to invade the Israeli state and
society of 1948; cohering with the Israeli society
and penetrating the center of Israeli politics in order
to control and affect the political decisions. The
colonizers of the 1967 territories have to occupy the
Jewish society and state inside the 'Green Line' in
order to ensure their survival.
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central idea among the colonial settler community,
but some disagreements emerged over the readiness
to keep comprehensive Jewish sovereignty over the
complete land; 'Gush Emunim' did not accept any
bargain or even any questioning of the full Jewish
sovereignty over the whole "Land of Israel" not
leaving any exceptions; while the 'Jewish Home'
party headed by Naftali Bennett, is ready to give up
parts of the "land of Israel" to be under Palestinian
sovereignty. Even though Bennett meant only a
distorted and partial Palestinian sovereignty, his
idea was unacceptable to the first generation of
the settlement community leaders. But a majority
of the religious Zionist parties in the last Knesset
elections gathered around the idea forming the
"Jewish Home" party. The 'Jewish Home' plan came
as a consequent of transformations inside the settler
community. Unlike the 70's and the 80's of the last
century; the messianic religious discourse of 'Gush
Emunim' movement has been shaken and lost its
solid ground.

The historical resume of the 1967 colonial
community drove them to realize that despite
their messianic-religious sources and ideological
justifications they are actually a weak community;
on the one hand they can't survive nor can develop
in the Palestinian territories only as occupiers or
invaders, on the other, they can't survive separate
from the society and the state of Israel within the

AT



Israel" for a Palestinian Authority, came from the
rightist colonials as a respond to the rising discourse
of fear warning that the right wing tendency of
blocking paths to a political compromise would
eventually bring a bi-national state. Their point was
that the Area C comprises 60% of the West Bank
and contains 100% of the colonies, while only few
thousands of Palestinians residing there.

The 'Jewish home' party, who ran to the 2013 Knesset
elections as representing the settlers, put a detailed
plan of a conflict management, called "Calming Plan:
operational guides for the management of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict". The core of the 'Calming Plan'
is to annex Area C with granting Israeli citizenship to
the tiny minority of Palestinians. Actually, the plan
indicates that only about 50 thousand Palestinians
for 350 thousand Jewish settlers live there.

The plan consists of the following components:
1- a unilateral annexation of Area C under Israel's
sovereignty; 2- a full naturalization of Palestinians
in these areas; 3- a recognition of the PA as a self-
governance authority in Area A and Area B, already
controlled by it; 4- a prevention of any return of
the Palestinian refugees from the Arab countries to
the West Bank; 5- a preservation of Israeli security
control over the whole territory of the West Bank; 6-
an installation of the separation between Gaza Strip
and the West Bank.

The notion of the "Land of Israel" remained a
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signified the end of the settlement enterprise in the
Palestinian territories.

The settlements council has aclear view regarding the
permanent solution, in spite of minor disagreements,
which emerged following the encroachment of
the Palestinian Authority as a political reality in
parts of the West Bank. The opinions are divided
between those who favor a full Israeli control on
all of the West Bank, and those who support self-
management for the Palestinians inside the PA
territories (without running the borders security)
and the annexation of large parts of the West Bank
under Israeli sovereignty. It could be argued that this
disparity carries on generational differences; as the
old generation of settler pioneers embraces the first
view, and the new generation of settlers embracing
the second position. Still, it is needed to point that
there is a common substance, as they both support
the perpetuation of Israeli security control on the
borders along the Jordan Valley.

Annexation trends began to evolve In the ranks of
the Israeli right, including the settlers, claiming to
annex Area C to Israel, hence viewing the Palestinian
Authority an entity enough to meet the political
aspirations of the Palestinians. In other words, they
consider the current situation as final, as a status quo,
so that changes would be minor and for the sake of
preserving that status quo. The proposed annexation
of Area C while waiving parts of the "Land of
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religious issue of "the Torah of Israel".

The 'Gush Emunim' movement supported the
imposition of Jewish sovereignty over the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip, and the application of
Israeli law there; hence it opposed, at the time, the
'separation of forces' agreement between Israel and
the Arab countries and the Egyptian-Israeli peace
treaty. Moreover, many leaders of the 'Gush Emunim'
aligned with the Torah, view the Palestinians in the
occupied territories as strangers (Goyim, in Hebrew)
and temporary residents (Gerim, in Hebrew).
Drawing on these views, they oppose the idea of
granting the Palestinians any form of self-rule. In a
statement delivered by Meir Indor, the spokesman
of 'Gush Emunim' it was stated as follows: "The
Arabs should know that there is a sovereign here,
and this is the Jewish people; he governs the land
of Israel. The Arabs are temporary residents; they
live here only by chance. There are in the Torah
commandments regarding such temporary residents
and we have to act according to them".

The settlements council (Yesha') is a formal and top
organizational framework of the colonies in the West
Bank, and of the Gaza Strip until the Disengagement.
The Council was established officially in December
1980; however, it is rooted back in 1978 when the
mayors of the settlement councils rejected the idea
of Palestinian self-rule, stipulated in the 'Camp
David' treaty. In their eyes, the notion of autonomy
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a more diplomatic character and with a more use
of explaining methods, less dependant on populism
and violent mass protest.

The 'Gush Emunim' movement is considered to be
the first religious colonization movement in the
West Bank which drew from the Zionist National
Religious Thought to justify its colonial project
by messianic - religious - national vocabulary and
discourse. The movement was founded in 1974,
believing that the occupation of the West Bank in
1967 was a divine miracle and a path to the ultimate
grand salvation of the Jews. It has established an
operational settling arm called 'Amanah', which
was supported by the Likud government after its
ascension to power, hence the rise of the Likud
brought a sort of a rebirth for 'Gush Emunim' and its
colonization project, The government has lavished
huge budgets on 'Gush Emunim' and 'Amanah’
enabling the foundation of a large number of new
settlements. As well, the movement formed regional
councils which controlled large tracts of land in the
occupied territories, on the pattern of the former
Jewish regional councils inside the 'Green Line'.
Israeli sociologist Baruch Kimmerling points out
that since the occupation in 1967, the emphases
of "our right to the land" became a central motive
of the discourse, in the sense that for the religious
Zionists, the territorial issue of land has surpassed
the national issue of "the People of Israel" or the



territories out of economical motives; though, it
should be clear that for the Palestinian locals, the
effects of their action would be the same as those
of the ideological colonials, whether national or
religious, who came to 'bloom the wilderness' or
to extend the Jewish sovereignty, or substitute the
indigenous with settler colonists.

The colonial community in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip went through several demographical
transformations: it became more diverse in religious,
political and class aspects, although in the end there
is a minimum level of consensus unifying the whole
community. As well, there occurred sociological
shifts related mainly to generational turnover, where
each generation carries different political visions
regarding the future of the colonial community
and the ways of achieving those goals. In the first
decades of the occupation, the idea of salvation and
divine rights was dominant among these colonials as
they came then mainly from the religious Zionism
current, and as by themselves rebellious to the older
generation which constituted the traditional religious
Zionism represented at the time in the NRP (National
Religious Party). Today's generation calls to keep
the "Land of Israel" in Israeli hands without leaning
on messianic justifications, as the older generation
did. We hear more talk about 'historical rights' rather
than 'religious rights' and salvation motives; more
so we notice developed tools of political action with
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The political power of this colonial community can
be attributed to many factors; first and foremost it is
due to the nationalist religious references of the first
generation of settlers in the West Bank and Gaza,
then to the massive governmental and popular
support of the settlement movement directly after
the occupation, when Israel was shocked by the
victory in the 1967 war and overwhelmed with
religious and nationalist fascination which made
almost impossible the idea of abandoning the "Land
of Israel", both among religious and secular Jews.

Relevant to our matter are the demographic shifts
inside the colonial community in the West Bank.
During the first decades the settlement activity
in the Palestinian territories was dominated by
religious Zionists, fully supported, of course, by
the 'secular' government even thought the settlers
themselves came mainly from different currents
of religious Zionism. Naturally, the rabbis formed
an authoritative reference for that community so
they became dominant actors in the scene, relative
to other political or religious references (orthodox
reference). Later, another shift occurred when two
decades ago Jews from other social sectors moved
to live in the colonies, mainly those belonging to
religious Orthodox (Haredi), but also seculars and
conservatives. These sectors do not turn to the rabbis
of the religious Zionist stream as their authority.
Other non-ideological Jews moved to the occupied
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This research aims to analyze the settler's position
towards the different proposals for a political
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. While
monitoring the settler's attitudes and views we traced
their evolution since 1967 until now, trying to find
out what factors affected and shaped them. We also
addressed the historical, religious and intellectual
contexts within which those views and attitudes
grew. We find these contexts significant and should
be taken into account, because they still nowadays
operate and play an important role in shaping the
settler's position, hence their importance when we
come to study the colonial community in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip seeking an understanding of
the inner dynamics of its different political currents
and orientations.

This colonial community, with religious Zionism as
its intellectual and ideological spearhead, constitutes
an emerging political force in the Israeli society
since the rise of the Likud to power in 1977. Due to
the colonial settlers mixed religio-national ideology
and thought, many Israeli researchers consider
them to be the political power that will redefine and
reproduce Zionism in a way to solve the tensions
and negate the contradictions between religion
and state, between the messianic and the realistic,
between the historical and the A-historical, between
Judaism and Zionism; in short, between the land of
Israel, the State of Israel, and the people of Israel.
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